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canada’s cat: J.F. Kitching & Son of Queensville, Ont. has been running this 
Cat CT660 – the first in Canada – all summer. The only drawback, its driver says, 
is that productivity has been reduced because everyone wants to take a peek 
inside whenever the truck is stopped.  Photo by James Menzies

By James Menzies
QUEENSVILLE, Ont. – The 
first Canadian Caterpillar CT660 
is being put through its paces haul-
ing aggregate to landscapers in the 
Stouffville, Ont. area by J.F. Kitch-
ing & Son, a family-run company 
that has played a key role in the 
truck’s development.

As a longtime Caterpillar custom-
er, J.F. Kitching & Son was selected 
by Cat to serve as a test fleet, and to 
operate what the company calls a 
“field follow” unit. There were five 
such units in the States, and Grant 
Kitching said it was an honour to 
be selected as the lone Canadian 
test fleet.

“We were pretty pleased that they 
chose us to represent them in Can-
ada,” he told Truck News during a 
recent visit to the company’s facility 
north of Toronto. “There are a lot 
bigger fleets and a lot of other fleets 
across Canada that could have been 
doing the same thing we’re doing, 
but they chose us and we were quite 
pleased to be a part of it.”

J.F. Kitching & Son just took de-
livery of its CT660 about 30 days 
ago, but Mike Kitching and long-
time mechanic Bruce Daily have 
been involved in the design process 
since long before the truck was first 
unveiled to the public in March.

“I went down to Peoria, Ill. with 
our mechanic – who’s been with 
us for 42 years – and we gave our 
input on some of the designs and 
modifications they could make on 
the truck to improve it for the driv-
ers and mechanics,” Mike Kitch-
ing recalled. Suggestions like 
stainless steel door hinges and 
the placement of certain controls 
were adopted by Caterpillar. The 
company also provided valuable 

Continued on page 58

Singing 
for a cure
Former driver writes 
song to raise money 
to fight cancer

By James Menzies
STIRLING, Ont. – Anne Finley 
still remembers when the song 
first began to take shape in her 
head. She was tarping a load last 
October just two weeks before her 
participation in the Ontario West 
version of the Convoy for a Cure 
when the lyrics came to her.

She scrambled down off the 
trailer and grabbed her cell phone 
and quickly recorded the first few 
verses of what would go on to be 
Convoy for a Cure – the song.

After securing her load and 
heading south towards Atlanta, 
Finley called Bill Petrie, bassist 
and producer for her band Anne 
Finley and Bar None.

“I let him know I had this idea 
for a song and ‘I know it’s two 
weeks before the Convoy, but do 
you think we can pull it together?’ 
He was like ‘Hell, yeah – abso-
lutely’,” Finley recalled in an in-
terview with Truck News shortly 
before performing the song at the 
Stirling Truck Show June 18.

Finley and Petrie hit the studio 
when she returned to Canada and 
she played an early version of the 
recording over the CB radio at 
the 2010 Ontario West version of 
Convoy for a Cure. The song was 
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equipment

input on preventing corrosion, which 
is something J.F. Kitching  & Son is 
no stranger to, as a transporter of 

road salt in the wintertime. 
Ken Robinson was chosen as the 

dedicated driver of the Cat CT660, be-
cause he’s been a longtime employee 
and has earned the reputation of be-
ing a straight shooter.

“He tells it like it is and that’s what 
you want,” Grant Kitching said.

Robinson was happy to oblige.
“I thought ‘I’ll take it,’ because there 

are none of them around,” Robinson 
told me as he geared down and slowly 
descended into Kitching’s gravel pit, 
Bachman Turner Overdrive’s ‘Let it 
Ride’ appropriately playing on the 
truck’s radio. “I like the big ugly hood 
(of classic-styled trucks), so it took 
some getting used to. But the visibility 
really got me and it’s so driver-friendly. 
That makes a big difference to me.”

Robinson’s former truck was a Pete 
379 and he admitted he’s still warm-
ing up to the Cat’s sloped hood. But 
he does appreciate the visibility and 
he loves the dash layout.

“All your main gauges are right 
there,” he said, gesturing to the dash 
console. “When you’re driving straight 
down the road, you can see everything 
– you don’t have to turn your head.”

He loves the fact Caterpillar has 
combined the speedometer and tach 
into a single gauge.

“Awesome,” he said when asked 
about that unique attribute. He also 
likes the attention the CT660 is get-
ting on the road.

“People are always asking about it,” 
he said. “Whenever you stop for cof-
fee, they want to look inside it.” He 
has even seen drivers lower their win-
dows to take pictures of the truck as 
they passed it on the highway.

Kitching’s Cat CT660 has an 
18-speed transmission paired with 
Cat’s CT13 engine. It can also be 
spec’d with Caterpillar’s CX31 auto-
matic transmission, but Mike Kitching 
said the company spec’d an 18-speed 
manual to allow for more accurate 
comparisons to existing vehicles in its 
fleet.

While Robinson cares for the truck 
as though it’s his own and repairs have 
not been necessary, Grant Kitching 
admitted the three-piece bumper and 
composite plastic fender panels should 
help lower repair costs. 

“Those big one-piece chrome bum-
pers are expensive,” agreed Lynne 
Paxton, Grant’s daughter and an of-
fice manager focusing on health and 
safety. 

J.F. Kitching & Son’s CT660 is not 
yet broken in, but so far Robinson 
is averaging about 5.5 mpg hauling 
37,600 kgs of payload, which is good 
for the duty cycle, Mike Kitching said. 

two breeds of cat: Caterpillar has long been a manufacturer of heavy 
equipment, but the CT660 marks its first attempt at a vocational truck.

Cat CT660 right at home in the pit
Continued from page 1
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Does that mean the fleet will be or-
dering a lot more Caterpillars in the 
future?

“At this stage, we don’t want to com-
mit,” said Grant Kitching. “In all fair-
ness, we’ve had good luck with Ken-
worth and Peterbilt as well. It really is 
a test. If you ask us that question a few 
months from now or a year from now, 
we’ll be better qualified to answer.”

For now, the company is in regular 
contact with Caterpillar engineers to 
provide feedback and suggestions on 
how the truck can be improved. There 
have been no major performance is-
sues; just small glitches that have been 
quickly addressed by local dealer To-
romont Cat.

“They’re quick to respond if there 
has been any issue at all,” said Paxton.

J.F Kitching & Son was founded 
in 1946 by Grant’s parents, John and 
Elma. It started out with a few trucks, 
backhoes and excavators. The com-
pany moved into its current home on 
Kennedy Road in Queensville, Ont. in 
1969 and today runs nearly 50 trucks, 
delivering product from its expansive 
gravel pit to local landscapers and 
construction firms. In recent years, 
the company has diversified, adding 
live-bottom trailers and flatdecks to 

Cat to give 
away CT660
PEORIA, Ill. – Vocational truck 
owners hoping to be among the 
first to get behind the wheel of 
the new Cat CT660 vocational 
truck have a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity when Caterpillar 
launches its ‘Win a Cat Truck’ 
contest on Aug. 1.

One winner, chosen through 
online voting, will be presented 
with a brand new CT660.

To enter the contest, individ-
uals must submit a video, es-
say or audio recording describ-
ing the vocational application in 
which they work and explaining 
how owning a new Cat CT660 
will make them more successful. 
Submissions will be accepted at 
DriveCat.com between Aug. 1 
and Sept. 30.

“We hope people will have fun 
with their entries,” said George 
Taylor, director of Caterpillar’s 
global on-highway truck group. 
“Some entrants may want to show 
us their work environments, their 
existing trucks or their plans for 
the new CT660. Others may 
choose to get their families and 
co-workers involved or prove 
they’re Caterpillar’s number one 
fan. We’re excited to see how cre-
ative people get with their sub-
missions.”

According to Taylor, creativity 
is important because online vot-
ing ultimately will determine the 
winner. Between Oct. 1 and Oct. 
15, visitors to DriveCat.com will 
be able to view all the submis-
sions and vote for their favourite. 
On Nov. 1, the entrant who re-
ceives the most online votes will 
be named the grand prize win-
ner – and will receive a new Cat 
truck. The winner will choose ei-
ther a CT660 dump truck or day 
cab tractor painted in Cat Yellow.  

For more information, visit 
DriveCat.com. n

its fleet in an effort to keep its drivers 
busy year-round. 

Drivers are paid by the hour and 
home every night, resulting in a con-

tent workforce with very little turn-
over, noted Paxton. Drivers also ap-
preciate the quality of the equipment; 
trucks are replaced every five years, 

which is extraordinary in the voca-
tional segment. Robinson, one of the 
company’s many long-serving drivers, 
has been with J.F. Kitching & Son for 
17 years.

“I came here to work part-time,” he 
recalled. “They treat me like gold and 
I’ve stayed here. I don’t plan on leav-
ing.”

Grant and his wife Betsy are very 
much involved in the company today, 
as well as their children Mike and John 
Kitching and Lynne Paxton. A fourth 
generation recently started working 
there as well; two of John’s sons and 
Lynne’s daughter are now J.F. Kitch-
ing & Son employees. n

durabIlIty: Fender panels are designed to bend, not break.

one gauge: Cat has combined the 
tach and speedometer.


